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the technology-related tasks, which takes time away from edu-
cational aspects of their training. 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
Baylor certainly has no problem with leadership. The institu-

tion has nationally renowned leaders in health care informatics 
and other areas. A problem you may face in the future is what I 
call “followership.” Physicians in particular aren’t always known 
for marching well. Both excellent leaders and excellent follow-
ers will be needed to make the new clinical information system 
a success.
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TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR IMPLEMENTING CLINICAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS

ALLAN BOOKATZ, MD
Department of Surgery, Baylor University Medical Center

Dr. Bookatz died May 23, 2004, at Baylor University Medical 
Center (BUMC) after a lengthy illness. Dr. Bookatz earned his 
medical degree from Western Reserve University in Cleveland in 
1936 and completed his internship and 5 years of surgical residen-
cies at Mount Sinai Medical Center in Cleveland. During World 
War II, he served as a medical officer in the US Navy. Dr. Bookatz 
was an esteemed general surgeon at BUMC from 1948 to 1999. He 
was a clinical professor at the University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School since the early 1950s and served as professor of 
anatomy at Baylor College of Dentistry for 44 years.

In memoriam
JOSEPH L. GODAT, JR., MD
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Baylor University 
Medical Center 

Dr. Joseph L. Godat, Jr., was born on December 21, 1930, in 
St. Louis and died on March 9, 2004, in Dallas. After graduating 
from St. Louis University and the University of Missouri Medi-
cal School, Dr. Godat completed a residency in obstetrics and 
gynecology at Parkland Memorial Hospital in 1962. In his career, 
he delivered more than 10,000 babies. Dr. Godat was also the 
first obstetrician to use epidural anesthesia at BUMC. Among 
the honors he received was the Kyger Award in Obstetrics from 
the University of Missouri.


